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TO  TUB  CHAIRMA2T  A  HD  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WARDLE  URBAIT  DISTRICT  COU1TCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  ny  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Mortality  of  your  district 
during  1944-45. 


STATISTICS  AID  SOCIAL  COilDITIOIIS. 

Hm  ■  *C  a  itrt  am  •  —  -  mm  i -  —  --  —  — -  -  _ - .  -  -  -  —  —  _  

i) 

- ■  *>  ■  1  ■—  ■■  1— >  -  ■  '  1  1  •  •  III  1  1  !■.  WWH 

Area  in  meres# 

3, 192. 

ii) 

Population  1931  Census. 

4, 793. 

Registrar-General^  Estimate  , 
of  resident  population  194^ ., 

4,040. 

iii) 

limber  of  inhabited  houses  at 
the  end  of  194  4,  according  to 
the  rate  booh. 

1,209. 

iv) 

Rateable  Value • 

£28 ,9114*  t 

y) 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate.. 

£ ri7*  Gross. 

vi)  Industries  -  The  chief  industries 

carried  out  in  the  area  are 

Cotton  and  Woolen.  Manufacturing; 

Silk  "leaving,  Wallpaper  Printing, 

&nd  Dairy  Farming. 

/ 

vii)  Unemployment  -  There  has  been  no 
unemployment  during  the  year. 

F  IT  Ah  STATISTICS 


Live  Births. 

Logit  imate 
Illegitimate 

Still  Births. 


Total 

4  3 

7 


Male  Female 

m+mnifm-Z  :  ■C.IWlgMlC O— 3 

19  2 

9 


Logit  inato. 


I 


I 


to  LO 


J  i 


\ 


& 


tho  estimated  rosidont  Population 

IB.  I. 


Total  Male  TDnalo 

■  msmQ^~gsp~<m*c:  — aac  m  ^  n^T"  i 

75  39  36 

I  tho  ostinatod  rosidont  population 

18 .  S 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes : 

Death  Date  per 
Deaths  TTt^QHTIvo  ST 

StilTT^Births^ 


Puerperal  Sops  is* 

mi 

ITil 

Other  Puerperal  causes* 

ITil 

ITil 

Total. 

ITil 

ITil 

;h  Rate  of  Infants  under  one 
All  infants  por  1,000  live 

year  of  age* 
births. 

117.4 

Logit inato  Infants  por  1,00 
live  Births* 

'0  legitimate 

142, 

H  log  it  inato  Infants  per  I, 

live  births. 

• 

COO  illogit inato 

ITil 

Death  from  Measles '(all  ages)*  Dil 
Death  from  TTho  oping  Cough  (all  ages).  ITil 
Death  iron  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  ago).  ITil 
Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages)*  8 


Birth  Rate  por  1,000  oj 


Deaths* 


Death  rate  per  1,000  oj 


* 


>  i  • 
*  * 
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GE ITERAL  PROVISION  CF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

wetMeXMl'iMeyM:  >  mill  jag,  irs— .oirjiwc  xmme 

***  / 

(a)  Infectious  Cases  -  Those  aro  removed  by  the  Motor 
Ambulance  belonging  to  the  Littlebor ough,  Milnrow  and 

TTardle  Joint  Hospital  Board® 

/ 


(b)  ITon-infoetiotis  and  Accident  cases  -  An  agreement 
has  boon  made  with  the  Rochdale  Corporation  for  a  joint 
ambulance  service  for  Rochdale  County  Borough  and  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Milnrow.  Handle  and  Whitworth.  The 
service  given  under  the  agreement  is  satisfactory. 


Professional  Ilirsing  in  the  Hone, 

tZ -mmc  — ■■■  i  irfljwc wncdMOMUC  tmaz; mrtesyamrrr.^tsi  UkO  — CMc3wcft V**Z t-ComC, tauMCrmceZ  f bk. 

/ 

fa)  General  Xlirsing  -  The  "War  die  Urban  District 

Ilirsing  Association  undertake  the  nursing  of  the  sich. 

/ 

fb)  Hursing  of  Infectious  Diseases  -  Arrangements  have 

been  made  for  those  cases® 

/ 

(e)  Financial  Assistance  -  The  Council  make  a  grant 
of  £10  per  annum  to  the  Handle  llirsing  Association* 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics • 

fa)  The  Lancashire  County  Council  have  a  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  centre  in  the  district  • 


(b)  Arrangements  have  boon  nado  with  the  Rochdalo 
Corporation  for  cases  of  Scabies  to  bo  treated  at  the 
Rochdalo  Centro. 


Hospitals . 

■  ciwmi  iJmt?  ■  nij.iiir:— i 

There  is  ono  public  hospital  in  the  district  ~ 
Birch  Hill. 

Thoro  are  no  voluntary  hospitals  situated  in  the 
area. 

PRGYAIEilCE  OF,  AID  COHTROL  OYSR,  IHFECT IOUS  DISEASES. 

Smallpox  -Ho  casos  of  Smallpox  occured  during  tho 
yoar.  Hospital  accomodation  is  yjrovidcd  by  agreement 
with  tho  Bury  &  District  Joint  Hospital  Board,  the 
total  number  of  bods  for  tho  area  covered _by  tho  Board 
being  50.  An  annual  retaining  fee  of  £20  is  paid. 


Other  Infect  ion  a  Diseases • 

Provision  of  Hospital  accomodation  for  Infections 
Diseases  is  provided  for  by  the  Littloborough,  Milnrow  & 
Far die  Joint  Hospital  Board  at  their  Hospital  at  Smithy 
Bridge,  Littleborongh.  The  cost  to  Far die  for  this  service 
for  the  year  ended  3 1st  March,  1944  was  £568  IQs*  8d. 


Scarlet  Fever . 

Three  cases  wore  notified,  all  belonging  to  the 
district,  all  the  patients  being  removed  to  hospital  for 
treatment o 


Mho oping  Cough* 

IP  cases  were  notified  during  the  year* 
Puerperal  Pyrexia « 

16  cases  were  notified  during  the  yoar  all 
from  Birch  Hill  Hospital® 

Measles • 


17  cases  wore  notified  during  the  year. 
Erysipelas* 

Two  cases  were  notified,  all  pationts  in 
Birch  Hill  Hospital© 

Insulin© 


I 


Insulin  is  supplied  free  to  diabetics  on 
production  of  Medical  CertificatOo 

i 

Diphtheria  Ant  it  ox  in . 

Supplies  arc  available  at  the  Surgery,  Spring 
IIouso,  Snallbridge  „ 

Ante-Meningococcus  So run . 

This  sorun.  can  bo  obtained  if  necessary e 

Other  Vaccine  and  Sera. 

Any  other  Vaccine  or  Sera  are  supplied  free 
to  nodical  practitionecrs  if  applied  for. 


t 


D  is c° very  and  Aoti on • 

All  reports  of  suspected  diseases  arc  investigated  “by  no. 
Pathological  etc,  ^aniinations . 

/ 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  during  the  year  was :  - 
fa)  Diphtheria  II. 


Diphtheria 


9 


During  the  year  only  cas 
at  the  Boy!s  Remand  Hone.  It  is 
immunising  children  is  having  a 


i^OS 


were  recorded  all  occurring 
apparent  that  the  worh  of 
effect • 


good 


Tuberculosis. 


During  the  year  there  wore  four  cases  of  tuberculosis. 
5BIERALLY. 

There  has  been  no  epidemics  during  the  year  and  the 
health  of  the  children  remained  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  children  continued  to  bo  immunised 
against  diphtheria  and  it  was  estimated  that  86 fo  of  the 
children  in  the  area  have  boon  treated.  The'  Council  have 
instituted  a  scheme  whereby  every  mother  returning  homo 
from  the  maternity  hospital,  which  serves  Rochdale  and  the 
surrounding  areas,  is  able  to  be  supplied  with  pamphlets 
on  the  advantages  of  imnunisat ion. 


I  am,  Cent  lemon, 

Y ours  ob  o d  ie nt l,oy , 

D CHILD  G.  MAOS  ILL, 

Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 
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REPORT  CF  THE  SA1IIT.+RY  IIEPECTCR  FOR  THE  YE.Al  C944. 


TO  THE  CIIAIRMAIT  &  MEMBERS  CF  THE 
WARDLE  URBAIT  DISTRICT  CCUITCIL. 

Mr.  Ch.airr.ian  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  brief  roport’ gives 
an  outline  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  Department 
during  thG  yoar. 

SA1TITARY  G  IRCUI/iST AITCES  £F  THE  AREA. 


Hater  3  apply . 

wcwj  —  *S(wz 

TTator  is  supplied  for  a  larger  portion  of  tho  district 
by  ROCHDALE  CCU1ITY  BOROUGH,  and  tho  supply  to  tho  promises 
served  is  constant,  also  it  is  laid  on  directly  from  the  MAI1T 
to  the*  hou30  taps.  Samples  are  periodically  t alien  by  the 
AUTir.  RITY,  and  those  have  boon  found  to  bo  of  a  high  standard. 

T7ith  tho  exception  of  isolated  houses  all  have  an 
adequate  supply  from  tho  main. 

Premises  not  so  supplied  obtain  tlioir  water  from  springs# 
Tho  number  of  houses  supplied  is  1185  out  of  a  total  of  /JPo*? 
houses  occupied. 


Public  Cleansing • 

Satisfactory  progress  wa  a  made  during  tho  yoar. 

Despite  labour  difficulties  it  has  boon  found  possible 
to  maintain  a  fortnightly  collection  of  house  refuse  through¬ 
out  tho  yoar.  The  quality  of  the  coal  being  burnt  is  w erso 
than  over  with  tho  result  that  the  weight  per  bin  seems  to 
bo  on  the  increase.  Tho  average  weight  per  bin  is  2  6  lbs. 

In  some  cases  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  householder  to 
have  2  as  lib  ins  in  use. 

Sale  of  Dustbins . 

During  the  yoar  bins  were  sold  to  tho  housoholdor  and 
property  owners  in  tho  district.  Tho  arrangement  has  been 
very  valuable,  and  has  enabled  defective  bins  to  bo  replaced 
reasonably  quick  A- Altogether  seventeen  bins  wore  sold. 


8- 
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Stroot  Gleans ing. 

wwgu  «ji.  j>«wrfiwKiwtiiimii«aiT:>iiK:— bm  g— »m0m 

'  Scavenging  tho  streets  was  until  recently  carried  out 
by  tho  C h/ag  Syston,  tho  sweepings  being  picked  up  by  horso 
and  cart,  which  followod  tho  sweepers.  This  syston  has  boon 
%  abolished,  and  tho  whole  of  tho  district  is  swopt  on  tho 
) best  syston,  with  a  stroot  orderly. 

Public  Gonvonioncos  • 

Tho  insufficiency  of  Public  Gonvonioncos  in  tho  district 
is  a  sorious  natter,  only  two  serving  tho  aroac  Those  arc* 
cleansed -regularly. 


Snow  Clearing • 

During  the  wrintor  it  was  necessary  on' 17  occasions  to 
/grit  tho  roads,  tho  foreman  of  tho  department  being  called 
out  whon  necessary  by  tho  police.  A  mechanical  grittor  was 
introduced,  and  it  was  found  to  bo  highly  satisfactory, 
being  quicker,  aiid  at  tho  same' tine  a  nor o  ovon  distribution 
of  tho  grit  being  given.  A  mixture  of  granito  shippings  and 
salt  was -used  in  tho  proportion  of  I-salt  to  4-chippings. 

In  all,  60  tons  of  salt  were  used. 

It  was  nocossary  on  4  occasions  to  deal  with  falls 
of' snow.  Tho  snow  plough  proved  to  bo  very  effoctivo  and 
a  total  of  32  C  hours  was  spent  on  snow  clearing  alone. 

Refuse  D isposal • 

During  the  first  6  months  of  the  yoar,  the  refuse 
was  deposited  at  Groongate  tip,  and  was  crudely  tipped. 
During  the  last  six  months  the  controlled  method  of  tipping 
was  adopted  and  has  been  found  more  satisfactory. 

Rivers  and__Stroans . 

The  rivers  and  streams  of  tho  area  are  in  a  most 
unsatisfactory  condition.  An  attempt  to # improve  the  stato 
of  tho  rivers  has  boon  made  but  tho  assistance  of  the 
Lancashire  Rivers  Board  is  essential  if  this -is  to  be 
successful. 


\ 


»  .1-  A 


ft 


Drainage  and  Sewage %. 


The  Sewage  Works  at  Hew  Mill  continue  to  give  satis-, 
factory  service,  the  samples  of  effluent  v7hich  have  been 
taken  during  the  year  have  been  found  to  be  reasonably  good* 

ITO  CHEMICALS  have  been  used*  The  work  of  overhauling  the  works 
has  been  proceeded  with  and  the  site  has  been  brought  to  a 
satisfactory  sate.  Work  is  now  continuing,  the  filter  beds  and 
the  storm  overflow  tanks  being  repaired. 

Disposal  of  Sludge  continues  to  bo  a  problem,  the  farmers 
aro  reluctant  to  purchase,  due  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
offering  fertilisers  at  a  low  figure. 

Pail  Closets . 

In  the  Isolated  parts  of  the  District,  it  is  necessary 
for  98  pail  closets  to  bo  used.  These  aro  emptied  by  the  farmers 
themselves  in  many  cases.  However,  the  Council  has  undertaken  to 
those  pails  where  there  is  a  suitable  road,  26  pails  being 
emptied. 

Infectious  Diseases* 

During  tho  yoar  thoro  wrro  63  casos  of  infectious  diseasos 
notified.  Tho  campaign  to  encourage  immunisation'  of  the  school 
children  against  diphtheria  was  continued,  and  86c^  of  the  school 
children  have  now  boon  treated*  Only  9  cases  of  diphtheria  wore 
reported  and  these  occured  in  patients  at  the  Remand  Hone*  The 
number  of  infectious  diseasos  is  accounted  for  by  17  casos  of 
Measles,  3  of  Pyrexia,  12  of  Whooping  Cough,  said  2  of  Erysipilas. 

Pood  Inspection. 

There  arc  26  farms  in  tho  district  and  104  visits  wfcre 
made.  Many  are  not  in  a  satisfactory  condition*  Improvements 
have  boon  made  at  one  farm  during  the  year  and  efforts  are 
being  made  to  change  some  of  the  farms  to  the  ACCREDITED  STANDARD. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Authority  and  17 
legal  samples  of  milk  wore  taken,  7  or  41  jo  were  found  to.be 
unsatisfactory,  and  as  a  result  of  tho  poor  quality  of  milk  being 
delivered,  the  Council  appointed  their  Sanitary  Inspector  as 
a  sampling  officer,  under  Section  23,  Pood  A  Drugs  Act. 
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Food  Inspect  ion*  contd. 

Legal  Br oeocdings . 

EBFUSIITU  TO  SUPPLY  SAMPLE  CF  MILK.., . FIXED  £5.  and  costs 

MIIK  HOT  OF  THE  SUBS  TAXED  AXE 

QUALITY  DEI. LI  XEED  . •  •  •  • .  c  0  .FIXED  £5*  and  costa 

Bake  Houses • 

Bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  visited,  and  have 
maintained  a  standard  of  cleanliness. 

S  h  op  3  • 

rmmutMS  ■■«4.uo  ax 

Shops  were  visited  regularly  and  found  to  bo  reasonably 
clean,  12  informal  samples  of  food  were  taken,  and  all  wore 
found  to  bo  genuine. 

Lodging  Houses. 

The  lodging  House  continued  to  be  visited  regularly.  It 
was  found  to  be  very  unsatisfactory  in  state  due  to  the 
condition  of  the  building  and  partly  due  to  the  aged  keeper# 
Upon  application  to  reregister  by  the  keeper  I  recommended 
that  the  Council  should  refuse  reregistration.  This  was  done 
and  the  lodging  house  is  now  closed.  The  keeper  has  since 
died,  and  the  whole  of  the  premises  has  boon  cleared. 

Ho us ing • 

A  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  exist,  but  with  the 
acute  shortage  of  houses  there  is  little  that  can  be  done 
to  eliminate  the  problem. 

The  Council  has  purchased  26  acres  of  land  with  a  view 
to  building  200  houses  as  their  two  post  war  layouts  have 
been  approved,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  streets,  sewers, 
etc.  will  be  installed  in  the  near  future. 

Application  for  houses  continues  to  bo 'made  and  at  the 
present  time  there  is  a  waiting  list  of  21^  an  increase  of 
5B  over  the  previous  year. 

Temporary  Houses. 

The  Oouncil  applied  for  50  temporary  houses,  and  havo 
boon  allocated  10.  A  site  and  layout  has  been  approved  in 
ilahbrook  Hoy  Louie,  whichis  adjacent  to  Halifax  Rd. 
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Smoko  Abat enont . 

Daring  the  year  6  smoke  observations  were  made.  It  was 
necessary  to  writo  to  four  firms  warning  them  of  oxcessive 
Black  Smoko . 

In  view  of  the  poor  quality  fuel  which  is  compulsorarily 
thrust  upon  them  by  the  Ministry,  together  with  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  skilled  labour,  the  Council  decided  that  the  best 
solution  was  by  personal  visits  by  their  inspector. 


Conclusion. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation 
for  the  support  I  have  received '  from  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council,  also  for  the  co-operation' of  the  workmen  who 
have  worked  so  well,  particularly  during  the  months  of  snow 
and  frost* 


I  an,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Brown, 

Sani t ary  Insp o  c  t  or . 


4 


4  4 


-12- 


A  ,  •' 


# 


X. ' 


:  >.  V. 


